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crease or $477,313,097 heing indicated.
Latin America figured In tha grand

total for SI .'J77.7a7.ni!. skewing a
of $89.f,47.."K9 in tha trade vol-

ume ns compared with the previous
year.

Importa into nil of Lntln Atnctlra
during 190s amounted lu value to
MMJMJM, against $1. 000,297 .862 In
l ''07, the Indlcntud decline for thla
I'rnnch of trade being $107,013,854.

On the other hand exports with a
total valuation of $1,084,483,021 show
" gain of 1S47I,701 over the figures
for 1907. when mcr-- I

liandlse wns ahipped abroad to tho
'nine of $1. nils, 904,320.

ftttm the foregoing Htntement It Is
"ecu thut in spile of certain adverse
condition In tha financial world the

rmrked by numerous gathering! of
tho representative alomenti of nation-
al life both In Latin America and thi
United States nial on occasions
indication! nf u unanimity of sentl-BM- I

and cnniniutiity of interest Won
msrkedly displayed

i if paramount Importance was tha
carrying Into effect of the various
Mnveatioas of tha Washington Peace
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entillc congress, mark
tl ntry of the I'nlt '' Hl"1 f,,r nrtlrles of origin createdP"rts. 11,118,448,6(1, nnd

xports l.751,183 .247. as
I'ompured with 3,S4(,6B6,-016- ,

comnoavsd of ll.413.lW.- -

Jal Hh. 4 -Slates into the n alin of in-

tellactual tctlvlty covered
by the four Latin American
scientific congresses previ-
ously held As a nompll- -

forUO and 11,923,416,106
imports ami exports,
spectlvcly. in 1907, a

Conference of lim: ..nt,.r..,i into by tha rapublica of fentrni America, in accordance with these conventlona the
Cmtral American eourt of justice held its iirst session In
May. IMS, al Cartage, Coata Rica, tha iirst judicial deol-aio-

bi ing rendered in Dacember On laptembw 16 tin- -

CMtnl American bureau was inaugurated In the capital
of Quatamala for tiie turtneranee of raelproeal interests
mom 'he nation of CMtnl America and with the as

Bembiing of the tirst Central American conference nt Te
UCbjalpa, Honduras, lu the first mouth of IMt, additional

emjibaslb is given to the intention of the nations Inter
esi.-i- l lo embraoa all feasible mean for the development
of their material possibilities

The participation of was a feature of the
Laki Mononh conferanoaa of luux nmi i nun and active in- -

teres! as indicated In such Induatrlal assemblies as the
iBUrnntloiiBl Klsheries congress, the Irrigation congress,
the Trans Mississippi Commercial congress, the Itlvers
ad Harbors oontraaa and the conservation nongraan, all

of which were held In the United States and ntteudeii by
delegates from tha republics to the south.

In the Held or science thl Itfth Tan American Medical
conzreea, meetlni m Ouattnala city during August, was

trada balance In favor of the product!! countries to thu
extent or $191.220.02,1, In which sum the exports for theyear exceeded the Imports

In tin- year's trnde total for Lntln America the United
Btataa' share, was MMJ1MM, ns compnred with jr,r,8- -
179.101 In 1007, receipts of Lutln Americnn merchandise
llgnriiig on the trade lists of the country for J271 498 425
ami shipments of United Stat.-- goods to those countries
beini represented by 1196,713,010, us compared with Im-
port! worth 1317,716431 and exports MM53,0M In 1907.

In considering the figures given above, udverse con-
clusions must not be drawn as to the value of the

Held of trade. The falling off in the exchange
of commodities for the year 1908 with the 1'nlted States,
as already suggested, wns due almost entirely to unfavor-
able nnu unusual economic conditions. The reliablemeasure of such vnluo is determined by comparing the
statistics of the present with those or 10 venrs ago and
here a great Incr. ase Is shown. The outlook for the com-
ing vi ur bj good, and there Is nn awakening among bust
le ss men In both North ami South America to the possi-
bilities of trade exebanf! heretofore undeveloped srblchmust have a bciietlelal effect on commerce
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an event of note, and the gathering of savants of the
Western hemisphere In Santiago da Chile In llecember,
for the purpose of holding tho first Scl- -

ment to this nctlon, Washington was
lected ror tho next meeting place of the OOnaTresiinto

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

f weights and measures in commercial use In Mexico and
equivalents In the 1'nlted Statea:

The following table gives the cbh
of Centrul und South America, and their

the republics

Denomination. Where used
Metric

TRADE OF AMERICA IN 1908. U. S. equlv'l nt
0.2471 acre.
25 lbs.
25.3171 lbs.
32.38 lbs.

Paraguay
Argentine Republic...

Are
Arube
Arroba (dry)...

Do
Do lbs.26.3664

lbs.25.4042
4.263 gnls.
2U.07S7 gais.
300 lbs.
4.2631 gals.
4.2 acres.
78.9 yds.
8.077 BO. ft.

Intellectual stimulus has been nroused through theholding or students' congresses and the yenr 1908 was
marked by an Inert! ad number of stu-
dents In United States universities as well as by a vastly
augmented Interest on the part ot the United Slates
In the applied educational methods of Lutln-Ame- i ican
countries.

Not the least contributing lector in this interest Is thebetter knowledge being dully acquires through the tideor truvel which Is setting toward Latin America ami ror
which Improved communication facilities arc largely re-
sponsible

With the assembling of the fourth Jnternntlonul Con-
ference of American States In ltucnos Aires In 1910 the
common Interests of the Amerlcnn nations will ha still
further accentuated nnd the results of the previous
meetings nt Washington. Mexico and Rio de Janeiro
report-- d on In the light of recent events demonstrating
the status ot America as a whole In world affairs.

The aggregate of trade for the various countries com-
posing the International Union of American Republic
during 1908 was $4,847,019,947, against $5,415,798 I17 n
the preceding year. This loss of over $550,000,000 Is at-
tributable to economic causes which affected
commercial canters throughout the world.

In the total for the year the share of the United
Stan Is represented by $2,869,282,928, compoeed of lm- -

2 ac. (nearly)

Itnporta, Bsportx.
Argentine Hep. . . . 3,72,97.,,7,16 366.006,341
Holivla 16433,A64) 17,514,000
Brazil 1i7,450,JOO 220,476,000
Chile 17,3(1,411 lift. 483.411
Colombia 1:1,513.892 14,998,744
Costn Klca 5,629,405 7,767,536
Cuba 35,218,391 94 603; 14

Dominican Hep. .. 5.127,4611 9,416,344
Ecuador 11,950.256 8.346,371
Guatemala 5,811,680 6,766,143
Haiti 4,701.160 3,478,848
Honduras 2.829.979 1,834,06"
Mexico 110,800,000 111.170,000
Nicaragua 3,000,000 4,600,000
I'liunraa 7,800,811 1.757,136
Paraguay 3.929,724 3,731,746
Peru (estimated). 25,000,000 27.750,000
Salvador 4,240,660 6,787,677
United States 1,116,449,681 1,752.833,247
Uruguay 34.618,804 37.280,523
Veneiuela 9,778.310 14,600,830

Total
1638,978,077

33,837,000
397.925,000
214.040.832

28,512,636
12,386,930

179,821,716
14,613,807
15,290,627
12,567.729
8,180,008
4,664,039

232,170,000
7,600,000
9,563,946
7,661,724

62,750,000
10,028.237

2,869,282.928
71,899,327
24.339.640

Denomination.
Kilometer
League (land).,
Libra

Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do

Liter
Hantaan
Mure
Meter
Pio
Quintal

Do
Do
Do
Do

Huerte

Vara
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do

Where used.
. ..do

Paraguay
Argentine Republic.
Central America
Chile
Cuba
Mexico
I'eru t
Uruguay tlVenezuela . .
Metric
Costa Rica
Ilollvlo
Metric
Argentine Republic
. .do
Hruzll
Chile, Mexico, Peru.
Paraguay
Metric

'Uruguay , ,

Argentine Republic.
Central America
Chile and Peru
Cuba ,
Mexico
Paraguay
Venexuela

. nra.ll

. Cuba
Venezuela
Cuba and Venczueln..

. Arg. Hep. and UXl00

. .Mexico and Snlvador .

. Central America

. Argentine Republic. . .

. Poraguny

. Paraguay (square)....
. Uruguay
. .Metric
. Central Amorica
. Chile
. Cuba
. Mexico
. Uruguay (double)
. Uruguay (single)
. Venezuela
. Argentine Republic...
. Mexico

Metric
..do

U.S. equlvTnt
. 0.621376 mile
. 4.633 acrea.
. 1.0127 lbs.
. 1.043 lbs
. 1 014 lbs.
. 10161 lbs.
. 1.01465 lbs.
. 1.0143 lbs.
. 10143 lbs.
. 10161 lbs.
. 1.0567 qts.
. 1 acrea.
. 0.507 lb.
, 3ft 37 In.

0.9478 ft.
101.42 lbs.
130.06 lbs.
101.61 lbs.
100 lbs.
220.46 lbs.
2.700 cuudras.
(See Cuadra)

34 1208 In.
33.874 in.
33.367 In.
33.384 In.
33 In.
34 In.
33.384 lu.

Do
Airoba (liquid).
Ilarrll
Carga
Centura
Cuiidru

Do
Do
Do

Cubic meter. . . .

Kanega (dry) . . .

Do
Do
Do
Do
Do
Do

Frasco
Do

Cram
Hectare

36.3 cu. ft.
1.5745 bu.
2.675 bu.
1.599 bu.
1.54728 bu.
7.776 bu.
3.888 bu.
1.599 bu.
2.5096 qts.
2.6 qts.
15.432 gr.
2.471 acres.
2.838 bu.
26.417 gala.
2.2046 lbs.

Hectoliter
Hectoliter
Kilogram

..do

..do

..do

(dry).
Iliq.).

(kilo).Totals . .$2,009,703,679 12,837,316,268 $4,847,019,947


